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broadened by recognizing it as an intensity of motion-energy, it can remain for present purposes unchanged.
The lower critical intensity, on the other hand, has not been similarly recognized and taught, so far as the ordinary textbooks give evidence. It is directly proportional to intensity of
space-energy, or degree of propinquity, or solidarity, JL, accord-So
ing to the several ways in which it might be named. For every mass-pair of specified density of members, therefore, there is a certain degree of intensity of concentration (which is itself a form of energy) which cannot be exceeded without entailing collision and energy-transformation.
In all of this discussion it must have become long since obvious that, in the natural, mechanical interaction of mass-portions, the straight line plays a very subordinate part, if it appears at all. As a matter of fact, it does not appear at all. It has already been clearly shown how, mathematically speaking, the straight line constitutes one unattainable limit of eccentricity of orbit, on one side, while the circle constitutes another equally unattainable limit of eccentricity (namely, zero eccentricity) on the other. Centrally between the two lies the PARABOLA, with unit-eccentricity, constituting the geometrical fundament of natural energetics. It would be the next step of development of this question of the absorption and rejection of energy by mass-systems to show that this mathematical aspect of the situation is also the natural one—except that in mathematics limits are attainable, whereas in nature they are not.
For it is a fact, in the natural aspect of the question, that the more radial energy a system possesses, the more readily it .will reject or impart energy to other systems, and the less readily it will receive it in radial form. Conversely, the more tangential energy a system embodies the more readily it will receive and absorb radial energy, and the less readily it will impart it. It follows, therefore, that the smaller the eccentricity becomes, the greater difficulty is there in reducing it further, and the greater are the chances that the eccentricity will increase, in any energetic mix-up, rather than still further decrease. Conversely, the greater the eccentricity becomes, the greater is the likelihood ofad   of   merely  velocity,   andlic orbits   only,  when of   sufficientir.
